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OPENING DOORS 2022

MEMBER SUCCESS STORIES

We will be offering tours of Camp and an opportunity to check
out our brand new expansion first-hand. The attire will be
“Camp Casual,” and guests will have the opportunity to hear
from Club leadership and network with partners and friends,
basking in the nostalgia of an evening at summer camp.

Laylah C., age 8, has been a swim team member
since she was 5 years-old. She recently competed
in the RIMA Championship at UMass Dartmouth
and did a fantastic job, coming in 1st place in two
out of three races and placed top 5 in her third race.
Congrats, Laylah!

What began 10 years ago as a
hard hat tour of our under
construction Teen Center, our
Opening Doors event has evolved
into a yearly celebration of our
Club, our members, our Board,
volunteers,
and
community
partners. We are thrilled to
announce that this year our 10th
annual Opening Doors will be held
at our beloved Camp Ramsbottom
for the first time ever, on the
evening of Thursday, June 16th.

THE CLUB CONNECTION

Tyreese J., age 14, has only been coming to the
Club for a few weeks. He was excited to join the
Fitness and Wellness program as he wants to learn
how to maintain a healthier lifestyle. One of
Tyreese’s goals was to increase his maximum
weight in his deadlifts and bench-presses. Before
he started working out in the weight room he was
only able to lift the bar with 70 lbs. By the end of the
week, he was up to 85lbs plus the bar. Tyreese
credits his success to his focus and drive to work
hard and reach the goals he set for himself at the
beginning of the program.
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CAMP RAMSBOTTOM IS BACK FOR ANOTHER FUN FILLED SUMMER!
It’s that time again! Summer is right
around the corner, and here at the
Club, summer means CAMP! Located
in Rehoboth, Massachusetts, Camp
Ramsbottom features over 160 acres
of summertime fun for youth ages 613, and runs June through August in
four two-week sessions. Camp boasts
everything you might want in a
summer
camp
including:
an
adventure course, archery, arts &
crafts, basketball, fishing, hiking, minigolf, a petting zoo, soccer, swimming,
tennis, and much more, all led by
caring and professional staff.

We are so excited to announce that this
summer, we will be going back to
“normal” programming, where 6-8 yearolds are assigned a group to be with all
day – they will be able to go to all age
appropriate activities within their 2-week
session. For campers ages 9-13, they
can either explore Camp independently,
checking in with their assigned
counselor periodically throughout the
day, or be assigned to a group of other
children their age. Haven’t been before?
Make sure to stop by Camp on one of
our Sneak Peek Saturdays throughout
May and June.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

@BGCPAWT
BGCPAWT.ORG
Scan the QR code
to check out our
brand new Camp
Ramsbottom
video!

Your donations make all of
this possible.
To learn how to make an investment in
the Club, in our youth, and in the
future of our community, please visit
our website at bgcpawt.org. We
welcome your support through
individual donations or a corporate gift.

For more information, please
contact Amy Chaunt, Director of
Development &
Communications, at
achaunt@bgcpawt.org or
401-722-8840 x 816.

OUR CEO’S 45TH ANNIVERSARY
In November we had the honor of
celebrating the Club's CEO, Jim
Hoyt and his 45th year with the Boys
& Girls Club of Pawtucket! Jim
started his career at the Club back in
1976, working in our Aquatics
Program, and over the years he held
various positions until he was
promoted to CEO in 2004. Jim's
leadership, passion and dedication to
our kids and families is contagious
and admirable. We are so thankful to
have him as our leader. Thank you,
Jim, for all that you continue to do for
our members, staff and supporters!

PARTNER IN PHILANTHROPY
We are honored to recognize Club
supporter Christine Jarosz as our
2021
Partner
in
Philanthropy!
Christine has served on the Boys &
Girls Club of Pawtucket’s Board of
Directors since 2019. Christine is a
financial supporter of the Club, serves
as the Development Committee
Chair, and is also on the Major Gifts
Committee.
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Christine is the Managing Director
and Senior Trust Officer for the
Private Bank of Bank of America.
She was raised in Pawtucket, and
remembers the important mentors
she had growing up in the
community, wanting to pay it forward
by supporting the Club’s work for this
generation of youth. Thank you
Christine for being such a wonderful
advocate of the Club!

MEET A FEW OF OUR NEW
BOARD MEMBERS!
MEET
ALISON BOLOGNA!
How did you
first get
involved with
the Club?
I became
involved with
the Club as a
resident of
Pawtucket and as the founder of Shri, an
urban outreach organization that has
been serving kids at the Club since its
inception with yoga and meditation
classes after school.
What do you hope to accomplish in
your role at the Club? I hope to bring
more statewide awareness to all the good
work at the Club, while also mentoring
interested kids in the communications
field through my full time job at NBC 10.
What do you like to do in your free
time?
Dave and I love to ski, spend time with
our dogs (Betty and Basil), while also
cooking and entertaining for our extended
family and friends.
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MEET
SORANI
GONZALEZ!
Tell us about
yourself!
I work on
international
medical
education

But it was when I met the staff, got to
see the kids and Club in person and
heard the personal stories that I
realized just how much of a difference
the Club is making in the lives of kids
and their families. I was so inspired
and humbled by what the BGCP team
is doing every day.
What do you hope to accomplish in
your role at the Club? My job as a
toy and game designer is to create
play experiences that create personal
connections and memories. My hope
is that I can lend that perspective to
build on the amazing memories that
the Club is already creating through
all of the activities, programs and
facilities offered.

events at Boston Scientific. I’ve been
a Pawtucket resident most of my life. I
received my undergrad from Johnson
& Wales University in 2007 and
worked towards my MBA from
Nichols College and completed my
program in 2020. I have one
awesome daughter, Gianna. She’s
currently in her junior year at Boston
University.
What do you like to do in your free
time? In my free time I love to make
How did you first get involved with things,
painting,
woodworking,
the Club? I started working with the
landscaping,
building
forts
with my
Club when I joined an external
kids
–
I
get
so
much
satisfaction
from
strategy team created through Boston
the
process
of
creating,
especially
Scientific focused on combating
racism. This initiative stemmed from when that process can be shared with
the George Floyd tragedy and Boston others.
Scientific committed to making an
impact and urged their employees to
ANNUAL MEETING
work outwardly in their communities.
We held our 121st Annual Meeting at
Being a part of the Club is energizing the Pawtucket Country Club in
and the team they have in place November! We recognized several
exudes so much passion for the kids,
their families, and the community, you Board members, Trustees, and staff for
can’t help but to want to get involved. their amazing commitment to serving
youth in our community. We were
What do you like to do in your free fortunate to also welcome three new
time? In my free time I love to get Board members, as well as three new
together with friends and family. I Trustees. We look forward to continuing
often head up to Boston and meet my to build back better and providing youth
daughter for brunch and thrifting. I with a safe, positive environment that
enjoy traveling and visited Iceland promotes academic success, good
during my last vacation. I hope to visit character and citizenship, and healthy
lifestyles!
Italy and Greece soon.

MEET
JARED WADE!
What
compelled you
to join the
board?
Hasbro has
been a long time
partner with the
BGCP, and as
a long time Pawtucket resident I had
always admired the Club’s mission
and impact on the community.
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HOLIDAY SEASON ROUNDUP
Adopt a family:
While this year proved to be another
challenging time for many of our
families, we learned that nothing will
keep us from fulfilling our mission. We
are so thankful to our loyal donors,
friends- both new and old, corporate
partners, and our community, who
came together to help us make this
holiday season bright for our members.
Because of their support, we were able
to adopt 45 Club families in Decembercreating a magical holiday season for
so many in-need. This was the most
families our Club has ever been able to
support through this program. Whether
big or small, your contribution helped
make this season bright for so many of
our families.

Turkey Express:
Each year, Stop & Shop generously
donates more than 1,200 Thanksgiving
turkeys with all the fixings to the six
Boys & Girls Clubs throughout Rhode
Island, a tradition they began 17 years
ago. This year, we were thrilled to have
many of our Board Members attend the
event and help distribute meals to
families.

We would not have been
able to have such a
successful event without the
help from our friends, staff,
and volunteers, who safely
joined us to sort through
thousands of Thanksgiving
goods. Special thanks to the
team at TW Financial
Group, who help us pack
the
turkey
meals
to
distribute to our families
every year! A final thanks to
Shri Yoga for donating
many yummy snacks for
each family’s package.
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Our friends from the Pawtucket
Police Department stopped by our
holiday party, along with K9 Watson
the Therapy Dog and Santa Claus,
to distribute gifts to our members!

Thanksgiving Dinner for Members:
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Club hosted an annual Thanksgiving
Dinner at the Clubhouse for members
and their families - a tradition that we
look forward to every fall. While we
were unable to safely host the dinner in
2020, we were so glad to bring the
tradition back in 2021! In November,
Club staff transformed program space
to a festive dining hall, filled with
turkeys, pumpkins and all of the
aromas of fall. Members were greeted
by Club staff who then served them all
of the Thanksgiving fixings. We were
so grateful to be able to serve all of our
members a delicious holiday meal.

Planet Fitness hosted Giving Trees
at several of their locations to collect
holiday wish-list items for our
members.
So many friends donated toys and
warm winter clothing to the Club.
82 individuals, community partners,
groups, and businesses helped us
donate items for our Adopt- a-Family
program!

Swim
Shark-a-thon is our Sharks Swim
Team’s biggest fundraiser of the
year. Swimmers collect pledges
from family and friends leading up
to the event, and with each pledge
collected, the swimmer commits to
completing as many laps as
possible within the hour time frame.
This year our swimmers were able
to raise a total of $5,427, beating
their original goal of $2,500! We
are so proud of all of them! Thank
you to all the businesses, families,
and individuals who donated to
help us keep our swim team going
strong!
Swim team placed 3rd at RIMA GO SHARKS! It was a great way
to end the season, all of our
participants worked hard the entire
season, many of them broke
personal and team records.

GETTING MOVING AT THE CLUB!

Instructional Basketball
We had an awesome season of
instructional basketball. Our members
had a blast and learned dribbling,
passing, shooting, defensive skills,
teamwork, and of course, had fun!
Over the past year, we have had a
total of 236 6-12-year-old boys and
girls learn the game of basketball here
at the Club!

Giving Back Here at the Club
We cannot begin to express how
grateful we are for the overwhelming
outpouring of generosity throughout
this past holiday season.

February Vacation Camp
Our members had an awesome
February School Vacation week
here at the Club! It might have
been cold outside but there is
always so much to do here
inside our Club! Members were
so excited to have a movie day,
take a splash in the pool, and
even go on a field trip to
Altitude Trampoline Park in
North Attleboro, where we got to
have the whole place to
ourselves!

A special thanks to so many friends,
businesses, community members, and
volunteers who gave back to our Club
this holiday season!
Members from our Board of
Directors
stopped
by
our
Clubhouse to help us get in the
holiday spirit by helping to
assemble and decorate trees,
hang wreaths and much more.
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