Case Statement: Physical Safety & Emotional Development
The best way to predict the future is to create it. At the Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket, we are creating
a new and brighter future for thousands of young people. We help young people ages 6-18 to reach
their full potential through a program of youth development that emphasizes career and academic
preparedness, healthy lifestyles, confidence through the arts, and character and good citizenship. Our
vision is to inspire and enable the young people of Pawtucket and surrounding communities, especially
those with greatest need, to realize their full potential as healthy, productive, responsible, and caring
citizens. We offer programming each weekday after school to a membership that is approximately
4,000 strong. Each day anywhere from 300 to 450 kids come to our Club. Membership is open to all
young people and costs only $40 per child, per year.
The need for an Out-of-School Time Program that supports the physical and emotional development of
local youth is strong.
•

31% of children in Pawtucket and 42% in Central Falls live in poverty.

•

In 2018, 68 children in Pawtucket and 113 children in Central Falls were identified by
public schools as homeless.

•

Per every 1000 children living in Pawtucket, 250 of those children suffer from child abuse
or neglect.

Meet Javier, an inspiration within the program.
Javier was a regular at BGCP for over four years. He excelled at boxing and was extremely outgoing.
After getting to know him better, one of the Club’s staff members began to receive phone calls at odd
hours from Javier. His mom asked him to leave home numerous times. He struggled to keep a roof
over his head due to the strain in his relationship with his mom, her boyfriend, and his younger siblings.
Javier relied heavily on the BGCP staff to get him through these tough times. Occasionally, he came in
early to take showers or asked for leftover food. After a few personal conversations with staff, he came
to a decision about his future. With our strong support, he graduated from high school and enrolled in
JobCorps in Vermont. We keep constant contact with him, and he loves the program he chose!
The data analysis of our statistical outcome measures demonstrates the Club-wide impact that staff
and programs have on our members. Since 2018, all of our members feel more physically and
emotionally safe at the Club, with 95% of our teens feeling that if someone wanted to hurt them,
someone at the Club would stop them.
When you make an investment in the Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket, you change the future for
thousands of young people like Javier. Please consider joining us as a catalyst for community change
with your thoughtful investment in youth. Every child deserves a great future – with a safe place to go
and the support to successfully progress through school and graduate with a viable plan. Your gift to
the Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket makes this possible!

